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Subject ; ANALYSIS OF C:JTU27CD G1RFAN CIVILIAN LETTERS* 

This rapcxrt la bssod on the examination of 4600 letters, written 
between Wo v. 1st 1944 and rareh lbth 1945. Those lotters era fron 
nil p^rts of Cernany p mostly addressed to soldiers ct the 'Astern 
front uid on the Channel Islands; 90,* of the writers arc women* 

It is intended to -iva □ picture of tho state of rorcle of 
G-err.cn civilians as sho*m by tholr reaction to outstanding and sig- 
nificant ovonts during the lost five months. Th3 report is divided 
into three p-rts, covering periods of approx. 6 weeks aach. Tho 
followinr itons 0$ dec It withr 

tp Nov. la t to De cli rth 1944, 

"Tot',1 Vt8%9 Ensures* 
:.ir rnids. 

Winter shortn-as nti& hardships. 
II - Doe, 16th 1944 to Jen. 31st 1945. 



Gar hq n offensive* 

Conditions ceus^d by intensified Alliod oir raids, 
Russian advene a and avnquatioii of Astern Gjrnany. 

Ill . Fe^ . lst to ViXQh 15th 1945 . 

An- -1^-lroric: n ^dvnnce n:id evsou^.tion of "/astern Gernsny. 
Civili'-ns ujidjsr front-line conditions. 
Irpsndinn allied occupation of Gorr.ony. 

Wot a: ^/ith reference to tha uppandad statistics it should he 
renonbered th:t writers conn;ntin; on topic.il events 
will only do so for G United period aftjr their 
occuroiiC e« 



flfov.lst tc_D_ep .15th 1944. 



On the vahol^ civilian writ-arc h-vo no illusions obout tho in- 
af fectivenoss of the Tolkssturn ond the di "-in: of tranches: T 'Wenn 
d3r YolJcssturn das V?terlnnd retten soli, doim 1st era nach r_einer 
Ansicht sehon Trarloran* 1 • They rs-nrd it oa a last desperate attempt 
to wrrfl off the 2ss;oult of the Allied err.ias fron Jfept end Vest. 
Thou ; -h thsy realize thct hardships <;:re involvod in the CMll-up of 
elderly iuen as vtell os in the enrolment of youngsters for fortifica- 
tion work, there era vory faw hints that the coll-up will be evaded. 
On the other fend the nor er of those expressing satisfaction with 
these ffcotai v/or" paa^ is equally snail. Tho majority ranalns 
passive End indiff erer.t . *Wa cannot sltur things" (d r<'n laosst sieh 
nichts aenftarn} ^nd just h r -vo to stick it ouV {nmn nuss 06 eben 
aushaltan), or ;t whnt ttsq is it ^11" (vns nuatzt d^ oll^s) r-nd ^ono 
fSetgl ua.jd to rnythinft" (nan -ov/oohnt sich cn alias) Dra typioel re- 
n?rks f ^.;hich occur q ain end fl.^ain. 
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Air r^ids EtinMdned in practically a vary other letter 
examined, but only iTjotlt hslf of thosj rrf arri a" to tham oxpreas 
any parsou^l viavya. (Only thjsa oasss ?ra covarad by tho statistics) 
A3 a rulo pjopl-3 simply state without furtUsr comment thet tharo 
'had elr raldd* CJFd&ants MPa made in connection with tho 

mentioning of spacifie d finale or of the $0U of □ near rel'itl/fll or 
frisnfl, but era -aii3r. Uy confinod to an axprassion of h-'jlplasdxtesd: 
"Haute t Lr Tamy -ji. d r lit jr. Kim ho^n vir kain Haim ttshr und 
unsora Wohnunc; 1st ouB??obromt« Unsure Sq end 1st oin Truonnsrhsu^ 
fon* » This imp-issiVQ ,ittituda may. bo dua to fch£ lattors be&jig 
v/ritt^n to soldiers nt the front, whom tha vjritar doaa not wish to 
causa undua worry, or to tha stata of Mnd wfel6ft teas oonu V> re ?rd 
bcmMn- d?iy nftar d?y, or tj-i.-ht after ui-ht os soma thin* quito in- 
ascap^bia, eomathin;; that mm is powarlsas to pravant , end u^ainat 
v;Mch ha ctin only hopa to protect hiiasalf to tho bast of his abili- 
ty s ;l Wann nur dar Luftterrpr jufhosren wusrda, dsim viasra uns 
&&&m vial ;aliolf jhI Ahor v/ir muasaan ebwarte* und suf fJott V3T- 
tr^uoiv 7 * 

Shorts ;a 3 of fual, food, tobacco, ate, t.ra mantionad occ rs inn- 
ally ♦ Tho spprocchin winter fills writers vjith gpproii^nsion: 
m ;-j T t:Q wird des im l /intar nooh naban? Sichar nichta Gutos* 1st 
el&QEi A&sat zun i-sbou". At this sto -a paopla still baliava or try 
very h.rd to bolls v-j in SormeJty* B ultirs^to viotory, thou-h they do 
not atop to reflect how victory is to coma about: "Hoffen wir, dass 
uns or llaber Parr 'ott woitirhilft und uns are Fuolirun 5 ..:asund ar- 
hselt, die Wcff-jn b.Q sondars bo 'nat, dnr.it wir unsure Fsln&e nieder- 
swinron 1 '. Thor-j is still 0O9)d talk of h "nirnda" end "tha turn of 
tha tida". tt *fa sh^ll van, v/hatQVar happens" (v.'ir werdan ouf jsden 
Fell si^-^jn), or TT vo Iv-va to Turjji, oth-jr -ir.j ^v^rythinc will he lodt*( 
(wir LiUosa^n sia xn, sonat iat olios vjrioron), or "v/o nuat not lose 
cour^ o tf (vir du^rfan don mt aioht slnicjn lossan} » -sro typical 
phr sas uaod at Vh&t tlm.o. 

Dsc, 16th 1944 to ■ Jnri.S lat 19 j lo> 

Lettore written orou^id Chriatraaa show e rarkad dLiclino of 
morcilo* German wonen, r-arjlizin.T th^t yat ^noth^r ya*jr ht?3 prsssd 
end tli^t tho 6th wir Chriitr.^s is ujwsp tii^mi think of tho sacri- 
fices thoy heve n-do, of lr rdahips ondurad, of fncili3S split up, 
ond eak thonsalvas ^vh:;t it is nil laud in*- to* Therj Sk3ens no and 
In si.-'ht end no hopa fvv a decant future, Writing Christr/js gro^t- 
in*ia to th^ir nonfolk thay ask; "v/hpt will b.SGO&S g>f our childr-an?" 
(w^s soli --us wi3 3ran Kind^rn tiardan?) nnd "hc.v ^ill it ail and?" 
fwia soli das nur noch ^nde*:!?); *$vjTyho&-j is larr-in." for tha ond" 
(jedar so.hnt sich n'.ch d jti End,j). Now ^nd -■ -nin an on thus i stic 
Nazi oxprassaa belief in tlij Pu.ilirar, who n oftor all knows bo3t n » 

The Serrisn nid-Bscenbor offonslvo c rt usos compora tivaly fow 
coFxr-ants. A snail numbar of writers oxpress tha hopa thet it -will 
nr.rk th3 turnin ; point of tho wor find ^till fower vantura qb f^r bb 
to hope for Tf Chriktm_j£ In p-irls" (Tai^lhn chton in F^ris) or that 
w by Christmas vra shfill h:«vo r^tich^d tho Atlantic Coast*' (bis ^oih- 
nacht.-jn sind wir r.n dor Ku^ste), By this tixaa tha r^^i pi of a h^rd 
wlntor r.i3ki»c itsalf f sit in Oorx^ony, ^nd people ars mora concornod 
with their imiaodi^td troubles ond difficult living; cenditiona cnusod 
by shorts ; a of fual and co^l f tha closing qf achools, atc» As a re- 
sult of intensified bombing msny towns and villages Cire without ftss, 1 
Glaotricity, wat^r, telepliOfta coipjiiuni cation and n -jv^p..pcrs for daya, 
sonetimos weeks, Thosa conditions teka tho first pl^co in paoplo'a 
minds and find ezprasaion in. th^ir letters: mt Iir l'3b^n ^vio von dor 
Walt eV;sschnittan, kain Licht, k^lnc Post, k^ina Z3itun% koin 
Radit), dag Lciban ist kour. zcolir su ?3?trg ;an fI . 
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The offensive is 3orethin:: hspponlns for &wuy from homo snd 
faw "writers oxpoct it to short an the war. To most people it is on 
event th^t end^nners tha lives of thair &m£ onaa and reduces their 
ohoneas for Gamin;; hona on lar^vo* On tha whola a deterioration of 
morele - especially whila the German offensive is petarin.* olvg - is 
elanrly no ti cable* 

With tha be final of the Hussion offensive o new plctura of 
life in Gerrrny is rgvealad. The word w Trak" croups into lattars 
□Lnost autor-^ticslly* "Salt die ruasische Off jnsivo ainsatssta, 
rollan hiar Ta ; fuar Te v endlosa Fluachtlin ^tracks" . Kara Qgalii 
facts &3?e B%i tid, but vary few c orients rr^de. To many, reality is 
so Tim aa to a&Ka c orients sean superfluous. Ev^cu-^ti ir. , hunrer, 
disease tail their own story, C antral n> jitw ny fillad to overflow 
with refugees fron the B^jerfcj j^ir nido everywhere, safety nowhere - 
:t tuis Bte -a wojnr.n writers do r.ot a van try to kajp up n cheerful 
pratance foi the benefit of tha front line u a Idler, Carper ad to 
previous months tha number of lattars which ylold no informstion 
hut org d^ li:i.; with tha writers' privsta -'ffiirs only beco&es 
similar. Tha vnr has penetrated into Q^m-ray r .md affects everybody! 
*Wenn die Rubs an nieht zum Stahsn sebrocht warden, ist djr Kriec 
fujr uns varloran, und alia Opfer sind ur.sonst 'ebrsscht, und wir 
waaren fuur ii^ar v irl^ran" » Tha Dlmoat hysterical f$kg of tha 
Suasions is unaninous. tf I bel torribly pfr^id of the Russians" (vor 
dan Russan hnba ich furcht^ar vial An~st) ia rsr^rkad frequently 
p.nd "r&thar dia than fjll into ttia hinds of thesj hordes M (lie her 
sterben pis diosan Hbrdan in dl a Eaende fslljn) , 

Feb, 1st to Mar c h 15th 19 45 . 

EVDeuction in tha W-jst, unlike evacuation in tha Scst, fre- 
quently causes friction between the authorities :nd tha paopla, 
officials (party, polios) htva to foroe unxLllin;- civil! ns to 
leave thair hones t fl Freuan und Klndjr wurdan Mar tor dan rruanan 
Poliziston sn.,af ^sst, uf ^in Auto .Tavjorf^n und Ins Eino froaparrt, 
bis ain Transport zusa-.^oi: vrar Tft , A^in ind :^?in writars ssk 
th-iir r.anrolk in daspair Mrhist ta do t iftrharj to how to saok 3Qfa- 
ty, knowirr thet thoro is no answar to tha 3^ questions, Thurafora, 
in most casos thoy prefer to ranoln in thair honas, to rasort to 
sh^ltar lifii v/hila fi .lit ins ia '-"oin- 011 In thair ov/n p^rtiGulsr 
town or villore, hoping to anier^o "whan it is nM ov3r% and to taka 
up tha threads of lifo wtore thay hrc-kt) off. 

Statistics show th^t out of thosa G-arr/.ns who com ant on thu 
Alliod cdvr.nce r.nd on tha possibility of thair hone town boln: 
ocoupiad (10$ of tha Wtnl letters covarin,^ this period), 60^ fire 
indif ferant. All thay da sir a is to ha out of tha wer soon end to 
ha r-llow^d to return to thair honas and to oerry on with their 
daily routina after tha Allies hova taken ovar* I^^nwhile they rasort 
to to kind of ^Git ?nd saa w policy: tf ln Innoran dos Role ho a ist 
■:uch sohor. cll^s u j'j^rfu jilt , Also blaibt uns nichts ondaros uabri--, 
els abzuwarten, wos • as c hi oh t, Mir ist alias e^l^, "Porawall 
lat*ors Tr to tliair rijnf oik at the front show writers raalizinf th^t 
thay will not ssa or ha.:r fron thair da^r tgmg for c lcaiR tiiie, onco 
thay 3re undjr Alliad occupation, but this prospact is accept jd in 
the sr.ma passive wsy as ware constant air reids ^nd tha ehjllin ; of 
hena tov/ns. "The front drsv/s nu^rer 1 * (dia Front rueokt naehar)'ls 
alnost 1? 11 thay hsvo to s^y 2s tha sound of gun fir a approaches 
thoir hoiras. 

S5jS of those who refer to the Alliad ^dvanca ^r^ gfr f iid of it. 
Soma of those r^ra oonfiread Kas$ts end such r v^ra of the personol 
consequonoes of Allied occupation. Truj to tha load Ivjl !jy Nazi 
proppr^Dndo thay take up tha phr^sa "Rcthar do^d tlion sl^ve 11 (liebar 
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tot seln, als als Sklave leben), In their letters. Others are 
terrified by the prospect of Ufa in occupied Germany and have 
visions of chaos and starvation: "Vorleeufig gehen wir niohta Gu- 
tem entsegan. Es wird die Zeit komraan, da vrerden wir jede 3rot- 
krume sufsuchen, urn uns dan Hunger su still en 1 . 

The remaining; 15™ almost welcome the impending arrival of the 
Allies, if only because to tham it m^rks the end of unbearable 
tension, air rsids end uncertainty, *lt is so bad now 1 *, they say, 
"it aan't possibly become worse *« (es kenn ja nieht sciilirmner 
warden, als as Jetzt 1st), 

The most recont letters stow that the defeat of r^rraany is by 
mid -Kerch an accepted fact. It has become obvious that the ava- 
lanche of the advancing armies can no longer be stopped, and the 
arrival of the Allies is anticipated in soma places days before 
they actually reach them* Writers are puzzled. "How could it 
heva happened when once v/e were iejb stars of all Europe?" They are 
deeply touched by the destruction of their "Beautiful Father land :| 
(unsere echoene FaJjEat}. Remarkably enough with one exception no 
writer v«s found to blame Hitler or the Nazi Party for the misery 
now endured (though the ti^htaning up of censorship regulations 
has to be taken into account), 

After years of Nasi tyranny German civilians are too apathetic 
to try and realize the vriiar implications cf a Fazi n^rni&ny on th& 
varf?e of da feat. To be re-unit 3d with their families, to have a 
roof ovsr their heads, o^ou-tJi to 3 at and a Job of work to do, is 
what they hope for after the war; "roe^e es una alien v^rgoennt 
sein, flass wir nach diesem furchtbaran Yoalkerringen wiader fried- 
11 oh zusanmenleben und unser kuenftiges Leben so 7 est 5 It an duarfen. 
dass ea auoh des Lebens wart ist" » 
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_ n .. ......... TTAL ^ 



STATISTICS. 



Coj'r^nts on "total v;^r" namuras (vollcsstuPE f Schcn- 

zm » ate) . > * . * * P . , 



foa? . • 47 11$) 

Indifftfat^ftt ... 224 5$) 
a olnst 43 (l#j 



Ho. of Fare an* 

4600 

1B44 40$ 



temmigbp on plr redds ........... 1305 28,5$ 

snxloUD S59 (13'-J) 

indifferent ... 746 (16,5$) 



Short:- -as (fual, food, cl~tM!i tobccco, ate.) .... 

Ov ;r T ork . . . , f , 

Lou in for the* jnd of thu war 



... ...» . 



146 
61 

503 



11>5 



unqualified ... 361 (8' J) 
Tlotory 145 (95$) 



Oofiinents on tha HubsIju dv-aice 

Corx"cnt3 oa the ..n -lo-Anarioon ^flvenoo 

efrald of it .. HI (S.SJS) 
indlffjront ... 46 (6 !> 
relieved 11 f.l.5£) 



(out 
i i.r.. 



o:r: 1500*) 
S7 6$ 

of BOO 1 '- ) 
7B Ifflfi 



Peer of the futura 

Convinced of victor-/ 

Coirfidanca in tha Fuohrar 

Invokin : Ood 

Doubt a of victory 



493 
133 
3D 
234 
174 



11 ' 

3.5-5 

45S 



f Lattars -vrittan sftar Jen. £ Oth 
** Litt jtb written after Pel>,l3th 



